). Restricted mouth opening (two-finger opening) and no restriction of neck movements were observed. General anesthesia with awake flexible fiber-optic intubation was planned for the surgery.
Sir,
Malignancies affecting the head and neck regions pose a challenge to the anesthesiologist owing to alterations in the local anatomy that may arise because of the mass effect, sometimes post-surgery during a re-exploration or second surgery, or due to radiation treatment [1] . The anesthesiologist is confronted with the task of securing the airway and allowing the surgeons to work, often in the same field. The difficulty may vary among individuals and patient-wise. We discuss a tricky scenario that we encountered recently. Lymphatic drainage is impaired by the previous surgery. This scenario with superadded radiation can also induce edema with consequent fibrosis; there may even be necrosis depending on the dosage and duration of radiation [1] . The changes may occur in all areas in the field of exposure, and the challenge for the anesthesiologist remains in every step of airway management [2] .
Hence, a proper assessment and pre-operative evaluation are mandatory in such patients. A simple method including three steps of clinical tests, the atlanto-occipital extension, mandibular space, and the tongue versus pharyngeal size, must be followed by examination by indirect laryngoscopy prior to the procedure [3, 4] .
Radiological evaluation can also provide an insight into possible constriction of the airway, as in our case [5] .
The procedure must be performed gently with supervision through a fiberoptic bronchoscope to prevent any further injury to the friable tissue. The size of the ETT may be surprisingly smaller than anticipated. Lastly, there should be no hesitation in performing a tracheostomy, should there be an impending danger of a compromised airway [1] .
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